One Year Bible – Weekly Notes
January 3, 2010 – January 9, 2010

Weekly Notes will cover our readings from Sundays through Saturdays

1.  Notes & Group Questions from our January 3 - 9 readings  (Questions (Q:) for groups are bolded)

GENESIS CHAPTERS 5-22
In Genesis chapter 5 we read about the genealogy from Adam to Noah.  You will note that there are some long life spans here in this genealogy.  These life spans are often interpreted to be either literal or symbolic - and many evangelical commentaries will say either is possible.  Those who believe these ages in this genealogy are literal believe this is the case because of a few reasons: 1.  the human race was more genetically pure in this early time period, so diseases did not shorten life spans; 2. no rain had yet fallen on the earth - until the next chapter - so the expanse of water above the earth protected people from environmental factors; and/or 3. God gave people longer life spans so they would have time to fill the earth - per Genesis 1:28.
In Genesis 6:4 we read about the Nephilim.  Bob Deffinbaugh with Bible.org says this about the Nephilim:  "According to this view, the ‘sons of God' of verses 2 and 4 are fallen angels, which have taken the form of masculine human-like creatures. These angels married women of the human race (either Cainites or Sethites) and the resulting offspring were the Nephilim. The Nephilim were giants with physical superiority and therefore established themselves as men of renown for their physical prowess and military might. This race of half human creatures was wiped out by the flood, along with mankind in general, who were sinners in their own right (verse 6:11,12)."
Q: How does Genesis Chapter 6 verses 5 & 6 in the days of Noah stand out to you?  "Now the LORD observed the extent of the people's wickedness, and he saw that all their thoughts were consistently and totally evil.  So the LORD was sorry he had ever made them. It broke his heart." Is there any correlation to the days of Noah to our modern day?  In what ways do you think God’s heart is broken over our world today? 
In Genesis chapter 9 verses 8 through 17 we read about the first major covenant of God's in the Old Testament called the Noahic Covenant.  There are 6 more major covenant's that we will get to later this year - The first Abrahamic covenant, The second Abrahamic covenant, The Sinaitic Covenant (Moses on Mt. Sinai), The Phinehas Covenant, the Davidic Covenant, and the New Covenant.  So - Covenants are a big deal!  God is a God of covenants!  This one is laid out in all 10 verses but can basically be summed up in verse 11: "I solemnly promise never to send another flood to kill all living creatures and destroy the earth."  And the rainbow is given as a sign of The Noahic Covenant.  Q: How did reading about the flood affect you?  Is there any way you can see the flood as an act of mercy from God?
There is a lot of interesting stuff going on in the genealogy in chapter 10, which is typically called The Table of Nations, but I'll just quickly point out verses 21 & 22: "Sons were also born to Shem, the older brother of Japheth. Shem was the ancestor of all the descendants of Eber."  Shem becomes translated in the future as Semites - i.e. Semitic peoples.  And Eber is translated in the future as Hebrew.  So, you can see that Shem's lineage is going to be the one from where Israel comes from.
In Genesis chapter 11 we read about the tower of Babel.  I probably should not confess this, but I will - verse 4 made me smile and laugh at myself a bit, which really shouldn't be funny.  This verse reminded me of myself at times: "Let's build a great city with a tower that reaches to the skies--a monument to our greatness!" This verse is obviously not one that made God happy, as we see in subsequent verses.  And I guess I have to ask myself - are there times my life or areas of my life where I am attempting to build something that will be a "monument to my greatness"?  And I'm afraid that the answer is too often yes.  Or it surely has been in the past.  I pray that I'm turning over the desire to "be great" over to God more and more these days.  I pray that I am not seeking glory for myself - but seeking glory for God.  But, I am afraid that sometimes I revert back to wanting to build a "monument to my greatness" in my work or volunteer activities or maybe even personal relationships.  And this is pride.  It was this pride that brought about the building of the tower of Babel - and it was because of pride that God stopped the building of the tower by giving the human race different languages.  Q: In your life – have you ever sought to build monuments of greatness for yourself?  How have you refocused your life to seek to only glorify God?
We are introduced to Abram & Sarai in Genesis chapter 12. This is significant in that it transitions our Old Testament readings from being about the world at large to being primarily about a specific man, Abram, his family, and his descendants.  Verses 2 and 3 are an amazing promise from God to Abraham: "I will cause you to become the father of a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and I will make you a blessing to others. I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you. All the families of the earth will be blessed through you."  This is a powerful promise that we will see played out throughout the rest of our Old Testament readings - and into the New Testament this promise continues and is fulfilled in Jesus - and continues in us as spiritual descendants of Abram today.  I heard somewhere once that one way to paraphrase this promise is "I will bless you, so that you will be a blessing to others."  And I think about that today for our own lives.  If we have been blessed by God, is it possible that we have been blessed in part so that we will be a blessing to others?  Q:  How do you believe that you been blessed by God?  How are you passing along that blessing to others in your life?  What are some new ways in 2010 that God might be calling you to be a blessing to others?
Chapter 13 verse 9 stood out to me today as Abram was trying to settle the arguments between his and Lot's herdsmen over pastureland: "I'll tell you what we'll do. Take your choice of any section of the land you want, and we will separate. If you want that area over there, then I'll stay here. If you want to stay in this area, then I'll move on to another place." I guess what I really like about this is Abram is giving Lot the first choice of the land.  It seems like Abram is confident that he will personally be okay with whatever 2nd choice is left-over to him because he is in a relationship with God.  Q: What is a time in your life that you let someone else take the first choice, and you took the “leftover” and it turned out to be a blessing overall?
In verses 17 through 20 in chapter 14 we read about Melchizedek.  And I definitely would like to get others opinions on this - Who was Melchizedek?  The reason I ask this question is due to Hebrews Chapter 7.  (Hebrews 7 is well worth the read at this point in our Genesis journey.)  My thinking currently is that Melchizedek was a very great priest - but I don't believe he was Jesus Christ preincarnate.  But, again, I'm willing to listen to others on your thoughts on this.  My thoughts on this is that Hebrews 7 seems to be saying that Jesus is "like" or "in the order" of Melchizedek - but not quite saying Jesus is Melchizedek.  I read there are 4 basic theories on who Melchizedek is - 1. simply a king of Salem and Abram was showing him respect, 2. Melchizedek was a standard title for the kings of Salem.  3. He was a "type of Christ" and he illustrates a lesson about Christ.  or 4. He was Jesus preincarnate in a temporary body form.  Q: Who do you think Melchizedek was? 
Genesis chapter 15:9-21 is the first Abrahamic Covenant.   It was an unconditional divine promise to fulfill the grant of the land to Abram and his descendants.  Verses 5 & 6 in chapter 15 are powerful: "Then the LORD brought Abram outside beneath the night sky and told him, "Look up into the heavens and count the stars if you can. Your descendants will be like that--too many to count!" And Abram believed the LORD, and the LORD declared him righteous because of his faith."  It is believed that in the dark night sky of the ancient near east Abram could have seen up to 8,000 stars in the sky. And verse 6, the preceding sentence to this one I think is important for each of us to consider.  Q:  How do know that you believe God's promises in your life today?  What are God's promises for you?   How do we demonstrate faith that God's promises for us through his son Jesus are true?  
In Genesis chapter 16 we get another potential Jesus sighting in the OT!  :)  (Similar to our "potential" with Melchizedek yesterday.)   I'll keep you posted on all our "potential" Jesus sightings in the Old Testament - as seen by some commentaries.  Some believe that the angel that appears to Hagar in the desert could be Christ pre-incarnate.  Why?  Because the angel seems to be speaking in the first person, as if the angel is God - (and Jesus is God) - but yet the angel is not described as God the Father.   Check out verse 10 on this point - "I will give you more descendants than you can count.""  Next point is that later in this chapter Hagar seems to be giving the angel a bit more credit of the angel "just being an angel", as you'll see here in verse 13: "Thereafter, Hagar referred to the LORD, who had spoken to her, as "the God who sees me," for she said, "I have seen the One who sees me!"" I guess I can see how some commentators go down this path...  Q:  Why or why not do you think Jesus could have been preincarnate in the Old Testament? 
In Genesis chapter 17 we read about the second Abrahamic Covenant!  This covenant was is a conditional divine pledge from God to be Abraham's God and the God of his descendents.  The condition?  Obedience and consecration to God as symbolized by circumcision.  In verse 23 I think we see another example of Abraham's prompt obedience to God's will for his life: "On that very day Abraham took his son Ishmael and every other male in his household and circumcised them, cutting off their foreskins, exactly as God had told him."  Abraham does not hesitate - does not wait one more day - he and every other male in his household get circumcised that very day!  Q: How are you prompt with your obedience to God's will in your life?  Are there some areas in your life where you feel like you might not be so prompt with your obedience? 
In Genesis 18 we see some amazing hospitality from Abraham to God and two angels that appear along with God – or Jesus again preincarnate.  Hospitality for strangers was important back in Abraham's day.  Q: What is an example of how you show hospitality toward strangers today?  What are some areas in your life that God might be calling you to show more hospitality?
In Genesis chapter's 18 & 19 we get a great look at how God responds to intercessory prayer and also clearly see God's judgment in chapter 19.  Ch. 18 Verse 17 is a powerful start to our readings: "Should I hide my plan from Abraham?" the LORD asked."  I think what we see here and in the following verses is that God obviously really cares for Abraham - as a friend - and as one who has been credited as righteous because of his faith.  And I do think this is an important point before we read about Abraham's intercessory prayer to God - that for intercessory prayer really to have any standing before God, we need to be in right relationship with God.  If we are being disobedient to God or being unrepentant of sins or bad habits that God wants us to give up, then I think our intercessory prayer for others can lose its effectiveness.   Check out James 5:16 for this point: "The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective."   Abraham was credited as righteous because of his faith (Genesis 15:6).  Hence, his intercessory prayer was powerful and effective.   Q. How do you intercede for others in your prayers today?  Do you believe intercessory prayer to be powerful?
In Genesis chapter 19 there is a lot going on.  And I'm sure a few things that jump out at you when you read them, and create a lot of questions in your mind.  (Lot offering his two virgin daughters (v. 8) & what happened in the cave (v. 30-36), for examples)   Let me recommend you take 10 minutes and read through Bob Deffinbaugh's "From City Councilman to Caveman: “What a Difference a Day Makes” (Genesis 19:1-38)" at this link at Bible.org.  I think this will answer a lot of your questions on why certain things happened in this chapter, from Bob's perspective.  One great quote from Bob at this link above is this: "Lot attempted to live his life in a city and then in a cave. We cannot become one with the world, but neither are we to flee from it. The proper balance between the city of Sodom and the cave is the tent of Abraham. We are to live in the world, but without becoming attached to it or conformed to it. We are to be strangers and pilgrims."  I like that! Q: How do you balance living life in the world, but not of it?  What might it look like in your life to live in a “tent” like Abraham, rather than in the “city” or the “cave”? 
One verse that immediately stood out to me in chapter 19 is verse 16: "When Lot still hesitated, the angels seized his hand and the hands of his wife and two daughters and rushed them to safety outside the city, for the LORD was merciful."  What struck me in this verse is that Lot hesitated.  In the previous verse, the angels say very clearly and strongly - "get out of the city!  hurry!  God is going to destroy it!"  And yet... Lot hesitated.  This jumped out at me because in our couple of previous day's readings we have seen how promptly obedient Abraham was to God's commands.  When God said to get circumcised and circumcise everyone in the house - it happened that same day!  And yet, here we see Lot hesitating on a very clear command from angels...   Q:  Do you think we live our lives of faith and obedience to God more often like Abraham or Lot?  What is an example of a time you were promptly obedient to God's will and commands for your life?  And a time you hesitated?  Which worked out better in the long run?
In Genesis chapter 21 we read about Sarah joyfully giving birth to Isaac when Abraham was 100 years old!  Isaac's name means "he laughs" - which in part came from when Sarah laughed when God told Abraham she would have a son a year prior. We also read about Hagar and Ishmael being sent away.  Verse 13 stands out when God is speaking to Abraham, as he was upset about having to send Ishmael away: "But I will make a nation of the descendants of Hagar's son because he also is your son.""  Ishmael does later become the ruler of a large tribe in Paran and the Desert of Sinai, south of Israel.  Then, one of Ishmael's daughter's marries Esau, Ishmael's nephew.  From here the lineage of Esau becomes Arabic peoples and eventually the Muslim religion comes from this lineage.  It is said that Abraham is the father of the world's three major monotheistic faiths - Jewish, Christian, and Muslim faiths. 
In Genesis chapter 22 Abraham's faith and obedience is tested in what most see as the climax of our readings about Abraham in Genesis.  Some interesting things to note about this chapter.  It is said that much of this chapter foreshadows what happens with Jesus.  A father is called to sacrifice his one and only son - a son he loves so very much.  The son is taken to a mountain to be sacrificed.  On the mountain a "lamb" is sacrificed - a ram in place of Isaac's life - and Jesus as the "lamb" in place of our lives.  Hebrews 11:19 has an interesting point to make about these readings in Genesis 22 today: "Abraham assumed that if Isaac died, God was able to bring him back to life again. And in a sense, Abraham did receive his son back from the dead."  In verse 14 we read about the mountain where Isaac was taken and the altar was built - Mount Moriah.  Mount Moriah was about 48 miles north of Beersheba, where Abraham and Isaac began their journey - so a 3 day journey at that time makes sense.  Some scholars believe that Mount Moriah is the Temple Mount area of Jerusalem, where the first and second temples were located - and also where the Dome of the Rock mosque, built in 691 A.D., is now located.   Tons more info on the Temple Mount area, including photos is online here - http://www.templemount.org/   Q: What in Genesis 22 stood out to you as you read about Abraham taking Isaac up Mount Moriah?  What struck you as interesting or odd about this story?  Why do you think this all happened to Abraham  and what does it say to us for our lives today?

MATTHEW CHAPTERS 3:7-7
In Matthew chapter 4 we read about the devil tempting Jesus with things that may look enticing to Jesus or to us.  But they are lies.  And note - this is important - how Jesus fends off the devil's temptations and lies - by quoting Scripture!  Jesus knew Scripture. I do believe that we need to do more than just read the Bible.  We need to memorize many portions of the Bible to protect us when the devil is attacking. Q:  How have you found memorizing Scripture helpful in your life?  Are there any methods of memorizing Scripture you use that you can share with the group?  What verses have you memorized that you find helpful in your life?
Matthew chapter 4:12 begins Jesus' public ministry.  Verse 17 is of note: "From then on, Jesus began to preach, "Turn from your sins and turn to God, because the Kingdom of Heaven is near.""   You'll note that Jesus is echoing earlier words of John the Baptist - turn from your sins - repent.  The message is obviously of utmost importance - then and now.  And then you'll see several times in the gospel of Matthew the term "the Kingdom of Heaven."  You'll later see in Mark and Luke's gospel's a similar term, "the Kingdom of God."  They basically mean the same thing - but Matthew was using the term "Heaven" instead of "God" because he was writing for a Jewish audience, which did not like to verbalize God's name (out of respect).  Per Zondervan's NIV Study Bible, the Kingdom of Heaven is essentially brought about through the ministry of Jesus and those that have faith in Him - the establishment of God's rule in the hearts of people, the overcoming of evil, the removal of the consequences of sin, and a new order of peace.  The idea of God's kingdom is mentioned nearly 50 times in the gospel of Matthew.  Q: How have you seen God’s Kingdom manifested in your life? How have you seen that the Kingdom of heaven is near?  Q: What does repent meant to you?  Is repentance a one time thing or an ongoing thing our lives?
Matthew 4 verses 18 through 20 is something that I think all of us should reflect upon in our own lives: "One day as Jesus was walking along the shore beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers--Simon, also called Peter, and Andrew--fishing with a net, for they were commercial fishermen. Jesus called out to them, "Come, be my disciples, and I will show you how to fish for people!" And they left their nets at once and went with him."  What would you do if you were at work today or tomorrow and Jesus came to you and said - "Come, be my disciple, and I will show you how to fish for people!"  Like Peter and Andrew, would you go at once with Jesus?  This is not an easy question for us to answer. But I think it is worth asking.  I have a great friend who indeed felt the call of Jesus to leave his very nicely paid architect job in the U.S. and to become a missionary architect in Asia - building primarily hospitals for communities that need them.  The point of this passage I think is this - Jesus is indeed calling each one of us to follow Him.  We may not need to leave our jobs.  (But some of us may...)  The call may entail leaving some of our luxurious ways or lazy behaviors behind to truly follow Him.  The call to follow Jesus certainly entails leaving our sinful ways behind.  
Q: Do you think Jesus still calls people today?  Can you share with everyone a time in your life when felt that you were called by Jesus?  Maybe it was a time when you were called to follow Jesus for the first time or maybe it was a call to love or serve others in a new way for you?  Do you think that Jesus is calling you to something new in your life now in 2010? What do you think Jesus is calling you to do?  
Matthew 4:23 nicely encapsulates Jesus' 3 main ministries that we will see over and over again in the gospels - 1.  teaching, 2.  preaching, and 3. healing.  "Jesus traveled throughout Galilee teaching in the synagogues, preaching everywhere the Good News about the Kingdom. And he healed people who had every kind of sickness and disease." Q: How will you allow Jesus to teach you this year?  How will you even allow Jesus to preach to you this year?  And, this may be the toughest to surrender answer – how will you allow Jesus to heal you this year?
Matthew 5: 17-18 are interpreted in different ways - but a friend of mine has encouraged me when in doubt, just stick to the text, which is wise.  So, let's look at the Jesus' words here in this text - "Don't misunderstand why I have come. I did not come to abolish the law of Moses or the writings of the prophets. No, I came to fulfill them.  I assure you, until heaven and earth disappear, even the smallest detail of God's law will remain until its purpose is achieved."   Q: What does the reading of this text say to you?
Related to these verses above, quoting this from Tyndale's One Year Bible Companion book - which I have found to be a very helpful commentary to our daily readings:  "In the Old Testament, there were 3 categories of law:  ceremonial, civil, and moral.  1.  The ceremonial law was related specifically to Israel's worship.  Its primary purpose was to point forward to Jesus Christ; these laws are therefore no longer necessary after Jesus' death and resurrection.  However, the principles behind these laws - to worship and love a holy God - still apply.  2. The civil law applied to daily living in Israel and these laws cannot be followed specifically today in our modern society and culture.  But the principles behind theses laws are timeless and should guide our conduct. 3.  The moral law (such as the Ten Commandments) is the direct command of God, and requires obedience.  The moral law reveals the nature and will of God, and it still applies today."   So, there you have it from one evangelical commentary.  I know probably different people reading this blog are going to interpret these verses a bit differently.  This framework of these 3 categories of laws above and their fulfillment in Jesus I personally have found helpful and agree with.  One other commentary I found related to these verses says this: "Christ does not terminate the law. Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid; we establish the law. (Romans 3:31) The law will always be there to point out what sin is, but the law is not the focus, Christ is the focus. Only He can cleanse, and sanctify and change the heart and mind."  Q: How do you look at the Old Testament law in your life?  How do you integrate the Ten Commandments, for example, into your daily life?  Or do you? 

Matthew 5:27-30 are Jesus' teachings about adultery.  And really I think these teachings, along with many others in the Sermon on the Mount, are even more so about what is going on inside our hearts.  Jesus discusses how the law says clearly how we are "not to do" something - it's very apparent and very "exterior" if we commit a sin like adultery.  Jesus says that the exterior/apparent/obvious sin is wrong for sure - but Jesus is equally as concerned with what's going on in the "interior" -  inside our hearts.  Jesus proposes that if we have looked at someone lustfully with our "interior", we have committed the same sin as if we had actually committed adultery on the "exterior."
Matthew 5:27-28 reads: "You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.' But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart." Q: Are there any good books or websites you can recommend to the group related to achieving victory in this area of our lives?  Or any habits or practices of yours that you are comfortable sharing about how you avoid the sin of lust in your life?
What a blessing to read the Lord's Prayer in Matthew 6!  I have to confess, I don't say this prayer very often... and Jesus seems to indicate pretty clearly that this is a good way to pray.  :)  I do pray often throughout the day - but usually it's pretty immediate stuff - bless this meal, thank you for this day, bless my time at work, etc. etc.  What a great thing it would be if I could remember to actually pray the Lord's Prayer a bit more...   Q: How do you pray?  Or, in how many different ways do you pray?   Do you pray specific prayers regularly, like the Lord's Prayer?  Do you keep a list of people by your bedside to pray for regularly?  Do you pray by writing in a journal? 

Matthew 6:24 has always always been a verse that's convicted me and still does today: "No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money."  There is so much truth here in these 3 little sentences...  Who are we serving in our lives today?  I once read that one good indicator is to take a look at your monthly budget.  Where does the money go each month?  Interesting way to look at this.  Maybe another way to look at this is how you spend your time each week.  How much time is spent at work, volunteering, being with God, being with family/friends, taking a Sabbath, etc.  Maybe looking at how we spend our time and money is a good way to see who or what we are worshipping?  Q: Do you believe that it is true that we cannot serve two masters?  What are some ways that help you make sure that you’re not serving money in your life?
In Matthew chapter 7 verse 6 we read: "Don't give what is holy to unholy people. Don't give pearls to swine! They will trample the pearls, then turn and attack you."  I understand what is being said here - and I can think of specific instances in my life where this type of thing has happened.  My question though for each of us is this - how do we show our friends, family, neighbors the love of God?  Honestly, I have an evangelistic heart - but I don't think I really openly evangelize much.   I love God so much - and it tears me up when I see my friends struggling with addictions - particularly when it seems like they are seeking God but settle for an addiction.  So - I don't think this verse 6 is referring to these types of situations - people seeking God in all the wrong places.  I think we are called to share the love of God with our hurting friends - with a hurting world.  Q: How do you do this?  Do you pray for others?  Do you give others books or Bibles?  Do you send them spiritual emails?  Do you invite them to church?  Do you "preach the gospel at all times, and use words when only necessary?"
Matthew 7:20 was insightful for me: "Yes, the way to identify a tree or a person is by the kind of fruit that is produced."   I think this verse goes back to my post yesterday about how we are still to identify or perceive the types of people we come in contact with - without judging them or condemning them.  And one good to way to identify someone is by the type of fruit they produce - actions they demonstrate or lives they lead.  And while it may sometimes be easier to identify other people's fruit... maybe we ought to look at our own lives too.  What type of fruit is your life producing? And let us not forget Jesus' warning in verse 15 today about how we are to identify false teachers. “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves.”  Q: Do you believe there are false teachers in our world today?  What are their fruits that you will know them by?
Matthew 7:25 I think is an important verse for us to meditate upon in our own lives: "Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat against that house, it won't collapse, because it is built on rock."  I never paid too much attention to this verse - I always focused on verse 24 and building a strong foundation on solid rock.  But, I had lunch with a friend recently and he shared with me that this verse 25 - and verse 27 too - should be a reminder to each of us that storms will come in our lives.  And I think this is so true.  Sometimes we go through wonderful seasons of blessing, and we may think that storms will never come our way - but guess what, they will.  If we are followers of Jesus - Jesus who endured an unimaginable storm during his passion and crucifixion - storms will come our way too.  So, then, the key becomes if we know storms will come, we really should pay attention to verse 24 and build up a strong foundation of faith during the times of calm.  It's kind of like the idea of saving for a rainy day - the day will come when it rains.  So let us build up our faith and love in God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit today!  So that when the storms of life come our way, we will not collapse, but will remain faithful to the beautiful end.  My friends, the storms will come.  But with Jesus, we do not need to fear them or collapse under them when they come!  Q: Based on the knowledge that storms will come into our life, what are you doing in your life to build a firm foundation of faith?  Reading the Bible regularly?  Going to church regularly?  Being part of a small group or community group or Bible study with other Christians regularly?  Praying regularly?  What else?  Do you think that storms will come to your life?  Have you experienced storms in your life in the past where your faith has been your firm foundation and has gotten you through the storm? 
PSALMS 3-9
Psalm 4 is a wonderful Davidic Psalm.  Verse 7 stands out: "You have given me greater joy than those who have abundant harvests of grain and wine."  Q: How has God's Spirit given you greater joy than any amount of money or material goods or even human love can give?  How are you experiencing God’s holy joy in your life currently?
Psalm 5 verse 3 reads: "Listen to my voice in the morning, LORD. Each morning I bring my requests to you and wait expectantly."  This is a great reminder to pray in the mornings - before we start the hustle and bustle of the day.  I know that many of you are reading the One Year Bible readings in the morning, which I think is a great way to start your day!  I do see a huge positive difference in my day if I do pray to God in the morning and pray specifically about the upcoming day - and pray for others that I will interact with that day as well.  Praise God for the morning!  Q: what do you do in the morning to set your mind and heart on God?  Is it prayer, reading the Bible, reading other devotions? 

Psalm 8, verses 3 & 4 I love: "When I look at the night sky and see the work of your fingers-- the moon and the stars you have set in place-- what are mortals that you should think of us, mere humans that you should care for us?" What I love about this verse is that before I had faith in Jesus, and even God, I used to always look toward the night sky and just be amazed by the stars!  I would always think to myself - there is no way that this all just happened by chance.  There's gotta be something bigger going on making all of this happen.  The night sky was evangelizing me!!  :)  What a beautiful thing.  Q:  How have you ever had the experience of nature, God’s creation, evangelizing you? When you are out in nature, how do you offer up praise and thanks to God for His amazingly beautiful creation?

PROVERBS 1:10-2:22
Proverbs 1:23 is beautiful to think about: "Come here and listen to me! I'll pour out the spirit of wisdom upon you and make you wise."  Q: How do you plan to grow in a spirit of wisdom this year?   Do you believe studying the Bible can give you the spirit of wisdom? 
Groups discussions:

· Introductions
· What were some of your favorite verses or passages from the past week’s readings?

· What are some questions that were generated for you based on the past week’s readings?

· What is something new you learned about God or the Bible from the past week’s readings?

· How did God speak to you through the past week’s readings?  
· What is something you want to change or grow in your life based on the past week’s readings?

· Discuss the bolded Questions in the Study Notes

· Any prayer requests for the group for the coming week?
Each group is encouraged to close in prayer.  
Daily questions for this next week’s readings you may want to journal or pray through and discuss with your group next Sunday:

· My favorite verses or passages:

· What I learned from the readings:

· My questions for further study:

· How God spoke to me through the Word:

· Something I want to change or grow in my life based on the Word:

· My prayer points based on the Word:

Visit www.OneYearBibleBlog.com this next week for daily commentary and questions for reflection.

