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Weekly Notes will cover our readings from Sundays through Saturdays 

  

Notes & Group Questions from September 19-25 readings (Questions (Q:) for groups are bolded below) 

  

ISAIAH 30:12 - 48:11 
9/19 - Today in Isaiah chapter 30 we read about blessings for God's people!  You'll notice in verses 12 and 15 the term "Holy One of Israel" is used for God.  An interesting thing to note about this term "Holy One of Israel" is that it occurs a total of 26 times in the book of the prophet Isaiah - and only 6 times elsewhere in the rest of the Old Testament!  (I think it is such a beautiful term - maybe in part because my church sings a wonderful song occasionally w/ these lyrics: "For I am the Lord your God.  The Holy One of Israel.  Your Savior.  I am the Lord - do not fear - I am the Lord".  Anyone else's church sing this song?)  Some scholars over history have challenged whether the entire 66 chapters of the book of Isaiah were really all written by the same person, Isaiah.  Well, the continuity of the use of the term "Holy One of Israel" throughout the book has been the strongest argument for the unity of the book of Isaiah.  Q: Who do you believe is the Holy One of Israel? Who is the Holy One in your life? What does Holiness mean to you?
 
9/20 - Today we read Isaiah chapter 35, which is a wonderful glimpse of God's Kingdom Come!  The preceding Chapter 34 is a message of judgment to the nations during the end times.  And then Chapter 35 is a message of hope for those who love, believe in and are obedient to the Lord. I love verse 8 in chapter 35: "And a main road will go through that once deserted land. It will be named the Highway of Holiness. Evil-hearted people will never travel on it. It will be only for those who walk in God's ways; fools will never walk there."  I like that concept!  The Highway of Holiness! Q: If you could take the Highway of Holiness right now, would you?  Do you look forward to walking on the Highway of Holiness in the future?  In the midst of our often chaotic and un-holy world, will you seek only the Highway of Holiness for your life today and forevermore?
 
9/21 - Great readings in Isaiah featuring King Hezekiah today!  You'll recall from yesterday's readings that King Sennacherib of Assyria's representative threw down some serious trash-talking at the walls of Jerusalem.  (see yesterday's blog entry below).  Well today in chapter 37 we read about Hezekiah seeking the Lord's help.  Hezekiah takes all of this to God in prayer.  Good move!  Q: How often in our lives today, when challenges come our way, do we take the challenges everywhere else BUT to God?  Wouldn't it be easier to take them directly to God?  Why do we turn to alcohol or drugs or food or worrying or _______ (fill in your blank here) when we can simply take our challenges to the one true living God who can actually do something with them?  Will you model what Hezekiah did when he received distressing news from the King of Assyria, in verses 14 through 17: "After Hezekiah received the letter and read it, he went up to the LORD's Temple and spread it out before the LORD. And Hezekiah prayed this prayer before the LORD: "O LORD Almighty, God of Israel, you are enthroned between the mighty cherubim! You alone are God of all the kingdoms of the earth. You alone created the heavens and the earth. Listen to me, O LORD, and hear! Open your eyes, O LORD, and see! Listen to Sennacherib's words of defiance against the living God."
 
9/21 - I love Hezekiah's poem of praise in chapter 38.  Verse 16 stood out to me: "Lord, your discipline is good, for it leads to life and health." Q: Would you agree with Hezekiah on this point?  Is God's discipline good?  Does God's discipline lead to life and health? Are you accepting God's discipline in your life today?
 
9/22 - Today in Isaiah chapter 39 we read about Hezekiah receiving envoys from Babylon.  Unfortunately, he is a bit too hospitable with these envoys!  He believes showing off his wealth will prove that he has worldly power and that the Babylonians will respect him and Judah.  Isaiah sees that Hezekiah is relying on worldly wealth and not God, and Isaiah delivers a word from God that Judah will be exiled to Babylon  Indeed, this comes true in 115 years in the future from when Isaiah delivers this word in this chapter.  We will read more about the Babylonian exile later in this year’s One Year Bible readings.  Q: How about us, in our lives today – do we try to impress people with our worldly wealth or toys or stuff, like Hezekiah was trying to impress the Babylonians?  And further, do we actually try to rely on this worldly stuff rather than rely on God? 
 
9/23 - Today in Isaiah chapter 42 we read some amazing prophecies about Jesus!  Verses 1 through 4 in Isaiah 42 are known as the "Servant Song," in which the servant is the coming Messiah, Jesus.  There are 3 other servant songs in Isaiah we'll read in the coming days.  The nation of Israel, as well as the Messiah, are both often called "servant".  The nation of Israel was to be a kingdom of priests and the Messiah is the high priest who atones for the sins of the world. In Isaiah chapter 42 verse 1 today we read: “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations.”  Verses 1 through 4 are quoted in part in Matthew 12:18-21.  Q: Do you see the prophecies about Jesus as you read today's chapter 42?  Is this chapter and its prophecies encouraging to you?
 
9/24 - Isaiah's word's in chapter 44 verses 18 & 19 today are classic Old Testament very direct words!  "Such stupidity and ignorance! Their eyes are closed, and they cannot see. Their minds are shut, and they cannot think. The person who made the idol never stops to reflect, "Why, it's just a block of wood! I burned half of it for heat and used it to bake my bread and roast my meat. How can the rest of it be a god? Should I bow down to worship a chunk of wood?"  Q: I wonder about us in our lives today - do we create idols of our own today?  Maybe our idols are not made out of chunks of wood these days.  But do we create idols perhaps out of other people?  Do we create idols out of material goods?  Do we create idols out of our careers?  Do we create idols out of how we spend our time?  Are you bowing down and worshiping any "chunks of wood" in your life today?  Please turn any idols you might have over to Jesus and allow him to heal you from worshiping those idols in your life!
 
9/25 - In yesterday and today's Isaiah chapter 45 readings we read about King Cyrus of Persia!  Verse 13 says this about Cyrus in today's readings: "I will raise up Cyrus to fulfill my righteous purpose, and I will guide all his actions. He will restore my city and free my captive people--and not for a reward! I, the LORD Almighty, have spoken!"  The interesting thing to note here is that Cyrus was not Jewish - he was a Gentile ruler who was raised up for the purpose of freeing the Israelite captives from exile in Babylon and allowing them to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple.  In yesterday's readings in chapter 45 verse 1 Cyrus was even referred to as "God's anointed."  This is the only place in the Bible where a Gentile ruler is said to be anointed.  It's also very interesting to note that Isaiah is calling Cyrus by name some 150 years before Cyrus ruled!  Isaiah prophesied from 740 to 681 B.C. and Cyrus ruled from 559 to 530 B.C.  Some Bible commentaries suggest that Cyrus read these prophesies of Isaiah during his reign and was so moved by them that he decided to indeed fulfill them.  In any case, Cyrus played a pivotal role in our spiritual history - allowing the promise of Abraham's many descendants to continue to the fulfillment of the coming Messiah in Jesus!  Isaiah chapter 45 verses 22 & 23 are powerful and foreshadow Jesus' ministry here on earth: "Let all the world look to me for salvation! For I am God; there is no other. I have sworn by my own name, and I will never go back on my word: Every knee will bow to me, and every tongue will confess allegiance to my name." These verses are also foreshadowing of the book of Revelation that we will read later this year.  We read Paul quoting these verses to describe Jesus in Romans 14:11 and Philippians 2:10-11.  Q: Do you believe that all the world should look to God for salvation?  Is there another god?  Is Jesus God?  Do you believe that one day every tongue will confess allegiance to the name of Jesus and every knee will bow to Jesus?   
  
GALATIANS 5:1 - EPHESIANS 4:16
9/19 - Galatians chapter 5 is a great teaching on our freedom in Christ!  Verse 1 is so very powerful: "So Christ has really set us free. Now make sure that you stay free, and don't get tied up again in slavery to the law."  Q: Has Jesus set you free?  Has He set you free from the slavery of sin?  Has He set you free from the slavery of the law?  If you are not yet free, today will you hand over the controls of your life to Jesus and let Him once and for all set you free!
 
9/19 - I also love verses 5 & 6 - "But we who live by the Spirit eagerly wait to receive everything promised to us who are right with God through faith. For when we place our faith in Christ Jesus, it makes no difference to God whether we are circumcised or not circumcised. What is important is faith expressing itself in love."  I like that thought of eagerly waiting to receive everything promised to us who are right with God through faith.  Q: How are you eagerly waiting for everything promised?  How do you have the hope of glory?  And then the last sentence of what is important is powerful - faith expressing itself in love!  Not faith expressing itself in hate....  Faith expressing itself in love.  How is your faith expressing itself in love?  This reminds me of the old song - "They will know we are Christians by our love.  By our love.  Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love."  Amen!
 
9/20 - I love Paul's teaching in Galatians 5 verses 22 & 23 today - "But when the Holy Spirit controls our lives, he will produce this kind of fruit in us: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control."  It is incredible I think for each of us to really meditate on this question - does the Holy Spirit control your life?  I think so often - even after coming to faith in Christ - we still try to hold onto the controls of our life!  I know I do.  And yet, when I finally realize that I should instead "let go, and let God", my life gets 100 times easier.  I don't stress and worry about things any more.  When I let myself be controlled by the Holy Spirit I finally realize that this is where true LIFE is at!  It's not in hanging on so tightly to the steering wheel...   Then, as we truly let the Holy Spirit control our lives, we begin to see amazing fruits being born in us!  Q: Do you see these fruits in your life today?  Love?  Joy?  Peace?  Patience?  Kindness?  Goodness?  Faithfulness?  Gentleness?  Self-control?  How are you doing on letting the Holy Spirit control your life these days?  Who is holding on to your steering wheel - you or the Holy Spirit?  Will you now let go of that steering wheel?  Will you "let go, and let God."  Will you let the fruits of the Spirit fully grow in your life?
 
9/21 - We finish up Paul's letter to the Galatians today.  Paul's letter to the church in Ephesus begins tomorrow!  We read some powerful teachings in Galatians chapter 6 today.  I love verse 1: "Dear brothers and sisters, if another Christian is overcome by some sin, you who are godly should gently and humbly help that person back onto the right path. And be careful not to fall into the same temptation yourself."  This is such a great teaching.  And one that I have a hunch we do not follow often enough...  Q: When was the last time you gently and humbly helped someone who is overcome by sin get back on the right track?  I know for me that it has not been recently.  And I know I've missed some opportunities in this regard.  The last sentence in this verse is powerful and reminds me that we need to be particularly careful around sexual sin I think - to make sure we don't fall into the same temptation ourselves.  One important note for all of us is to not discuss with someone of the opposite sex their struggles with sexual sin!  It is foolish to do so I believe.  Men can discuss and counsel men in the area of sexual sin.  And women, women.  But I think it is just way too risky for men to discuss or counsel women in the area of sexual sin - and vice versa.  I think we just open ourselves up potentially to temptation if we do this.  I'm sure there are exceptions to this, but generally speaking, don't go into a discussion on personal sexual sin struggles with someone of the opposite sex!  While I'm on the topic here of sexual sin, does anyone have any good book recommendations for anyone who struggles in this area?  A good book on this topic is Josh Harris' "Sex is Not the Problem (Lust Is): Sexual Purity in a Lust-Saturated World."
 
9/22 - Today we begin Paul's letter to the church in Ephesus!
~ Ephesians ~
Author: Paul the apostle
Place: Rome
Date: A.D. 60 or 61
Content: Paul wrote this letter while a prisoner in Rome, his purpose being to comfort and encourage the believers in Asia Minor. He presents them with an overview of history, beginning in eternity past where God worked out his plans for the world, moving to the present where God is saving those who believe in Christ, and then to the future where all evil will be overcome. He points out that in the present there will be great conflict because our battle is with the forces of evil (Ephesians 6:12), but because we are members of Christ’s body, we have the power to withstand. Paul then deals with practical matters relating to living the Christian life: marriage, behavior, parents and children, and servants.
Theme: The basic idea in Ephesians is that God’s eternal plan is being worked out through Christ and his body, the church. When a man believes, he is in Christ and finds salvation and safety. God had planned for this from all eternity and has given to the believer everything that he needs for his Christian life, but it is for him to avail himself of the resources at his command. Paul closes the book by describing the provision that God has made for the believer so that he may withstand the worst of Satan’s attacks and when the battle is over, to be victorious. (Above commentary is from Tyndale Publishers “The One Year Bible Companion” p. 26) 
 
9/22 - There are so many amazing verses in Ephesians chapter 1 today!  I love verse 18: "I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the wonderful future he has promised to those he called. I want you to realize what a rich and glorious inheritance he has given to his people."  How does this verse speak to you?  Is your heart flooded with light today?  Do you believe that your heart can indeed be flooded with light so that you can understand your wonderful future in Christ?  I love this imagery of our hearts being flooded with light!  Let Jesus' light flood us today!
 
9/23 - Today in Ephesians chapter 2 verses 8 through 10 we read: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” (NIV) Q: Have you been saved by grace through faith?  Do you believe that salvation is a gift that cannot be earned?  Have you ever felt that you had to work for your salvation?  What does Paul say about works related to salvation in these verses?  Do you believe that you are God’s very workmanship created in Christ Jesus to do good works?   Do you believe that God has prepared good works for you to do in advance?  Are you participating in God’s plan for you life?
 
9/24 - Wow, Paul's opening verse 1 in chapter 3 of Ephesians today reminded me that Paul literally wrote this letter to the church in Ephesus while he was in prison in Rome!  "I, Paul, am a prisoner of Christ Jesus because of my preaching to you Gentiles."  I think if we keep this fact in mind, Paul's words in this letter become all that more poignant and powerful.  Q: Could you ever imagine yourself being a prisoner of Jesus because of your preaching the Word to others?  I think this is something we should really consider.  Would you go to jail for Jesus?  Why or why not?  If you would go to jail for Jesus, then I challenge you to consider ways in your life that God may be asking to you indeed be like Paul "in chains for the Gospel" - even if you won't "literally" be going to jail any time soon.  (I pray not!) Maybe those chains are that you don't spend as much time doing something that is counter-productive to the Gospel.
 
9/25 - Great teachings from Paul today about unity in the body of Christ!  Chapter 4 verses 4 through 6 are beautiful - "We are all one body, we have the same Spirit, and we have all been called to the same glorious future. There is only one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and there is only one God and Father, who is over us all and in us all and living through us all."  Q: Do you believe these words of Paul's?  Do you believe that all of us in Christ are all one body?  That we have the same Spirit?  And that we have been called to the same glorious future?  I like that last piece of verse 6 - God the Father is living through us all!  Do you realize that God the Father, who is indeed over you, and is also literally living through you?  This is powerful to consider...
 
9/25 - Verses 14 and 15 I think are so important for each of us to meditate upon: "Then we will no longer be like children, forever changing our minds about what we believe because someone has told us something different or because someone has cleverly lied to us and made the lie sound like the truth. Instead, we will hold to the truth in love, becoming more and more in every way like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church."  The thing that these verses remind me of is that indeed at some point we are all "children" in our faith.  When we are new to Christianity we are certainly children who need others to lead us, disciple us, and help show us the way.  And I guess as I think about this, we should always be like children before God - but I don't think we should always be children before humans.  Because if we remain as children before humans, then we are at risk of "forever changing our minds about what we believe because someone has cleverly lied to us and make the lie sound like the truth."  Has this ever happened to you?  I know it has happened to me and it's scary to think about.  I once heard a church pastor say that his most important job was to help his congregation become "self-feeders" when it comes to their faith.  I thought this was fantastic and very wise!  This pastor did not want his congregation to always rely on him and what he had to say on Sundays as their only source of spiritual food.  This pastor wanted his congregation to be able to spiritually grow in other ways outside of Sunday services - through Bible study, small groups, and other spiritual disciplines.  Q: So, this may be a good time to ask - are you a "self-feeder" when it comes to your faith?  Can you grow in your faith and find food for yourself spiritually outside of what you hear at church?  If you're new to the faith, I wouldn't stress about this - but think about it.  I do think each of us should aim to become "self-feeders."  Why?  Well, if we don't then we are so reliant on the words of other people that we could be misled down wrong paths.  The one thing that I think really is critical for each of us in our journeys of becoming self-feeders is reading, studying, and really meditating upon Scripture.  If we can become well grounded in Scripture then we can filter through the lens of the Bible what others are telling us.  It is amazing how much "spiritual stuff" or rules or rituals that I hear is so "important to practice" from others that I don't see in the Bible!  In fact, as I'm typing all of this, I will also say that I sincerely hope you don't take anything I say on this blog as Truth - it's a blog trying to draw out some practicalities and questions and reflections and commentary based on the Truth, the Bible - but what I write is not the Word.  As Paul writes in verse 15 today, instead of remaining forever children in our faith before people, let us "hold to the truth in love, becoming more and more in every way like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church."
  
PSALM 63:1 - 68:35 
9/19 - Psalm 63 is beautiful!  So many amazing verses...  The imagery in verse 1 is fantastic - "O God, you are my God; I earnestly search for you. My soul thirsts for you; my whole body longs for you in this parched and weary land where there is no water."  Q: Do you earnestly search for God in your life?  Each and every day?  Does your soul literally thirst for God?  Does your whole body long for God in this dry and weary land.... 
  

9/20 - Psalm 64 verse 10 is beautiful - "The godly will rejoice in the LORD and find shelter in him."  Q: Do you consider God a shelter for your life?  When storms come into your life, do you find shelter in God?  How about the Bible?  Is the Bible a sort of shelter in your life?  Do you find refuge in the Bible? 

  

9/21 - Psalm 65 has some amazing verses about nature!  I love verse 8 - "Those who live at the ends of the earth stand in awe of your wonders. From where the sun rises to where it sets, you inspire shouts of joy." Q: When is the last time you have been inspired to shout for joy to God for the beautiful sunset he created?  Verse 7 of the Psalm says this - "You quieted the raging oceans with their pounding waves and silenced the shouting of the nations."  When is the last time you have stood in complete silence before God because of his beautiful Creation? 
  

9/22 - Psalm 66 verses 1 & 2 are awesome!  "Shout joyful praises to God, all the earth! Sing about the glory of his name! Tell the world how glorious he is." Q: Do you tell the world about how glorious God is?  How do you do this?  
  

9/23 - Psalm 67 verse 2 today sounds very Great Commission-ish: "May your ways be known throughout the earth, your saving power among people everywhere." It's interesting to read this verse when just recently I was reading a review in my local newspaper about a book that "exposes" evangelical Christians. This book really dives into how "successful" evangelical Christians are in "recruiting" young adults ages 20 to 35 with their ministries.  And this book reviewer - and the book author - were very disdainful of Christianity.  Saying it threatened secular society...  and this just made me realize that the more we do indeed make God's ways known throughout the earth - the more we introduce people to God's saving power among people everywhere - well, then the secular world will push back big time with books and reviews like the one I read.  And the secular world will even push back in more severe ways as well.  This makes me realize that indeed our efforts to make God's was known - God's love, grace, mercy, salvation, call to repentance - are being noticed by others! But hopefully more than just being noticed by others, let us pray that our Kingdom work actually introduces others to God's only son Jesus, who transforms hearts and lives for eternity!  Q: How are you helping make God's ways known throughout the earth? 
  

9/24 - I always like the idea and reminder to sing to God!  Q: Do you sing to God at places other than church?  Maybe in your car?  Maybe at home with the headphones on?  Do you "sing" to God with the way you live your life?  Here's verse 4 in Psalm 68 today which I love - "Sing praises to God and to his name! Sing loud praises to him who rides the clouds. His name is the LORD-- rejoice in his presence!"  How do you sing your praises to the Lord each day? 
  

9/25 - Today in Psalm 68 verse 20 we read – “Our God is a God who saves; from the Sovereign LORD comes escape from death.” Q: Do you believe God is a God who saves us? How did / does God do this saving? Do you believe that escape from death comes from God and his Son? I’ve been reflecting on this “death” aspect of our fallen world a bit lately, which has been sad to reflect upon. I had an experience with a few friends very recently where I was reminded of how self-destructive we can be in our lives. I think that without Jesus we can oftentimes not know where to turn for an escape from death – we do not know where to turn from an escape from our own self destructive behaviors. My friends need Jesus. I need Jesus. The world needs Jesus. Our God is a God who saves. From God and Jesus comes escape from death. May these last few months of this year bring us, our friends, and families closer to the God who saves! 
  
PROVERBS 23:22 - 24:4 
9/19 - Proverbs chapter 23 verse 22 reminds me of the Ten Commandment to honor your father and mother! "Listen to your father, who gave you life, and don't despise your mother's experience when she is old."  I do think that listening to our parents and not despising their experience when they are old is very honoring.  Q: Are you listening to your parents these days?  Are you not despising their experience?  

  

9/20 - Today in Proverbs 23:23 we read: “Buy the truth and do not sell it; get wisdom, discipline and understanding.” Q: What does this Proverb mean to you?  Can you “buy the truth” or is this perhaps a metaphor?  Why shouldn’t you sell it?  Why get wisdom, discipline and understanding? Why is discipline good to get?  What is truth?  Where can you find truth? Is the Bible Truth?  Will you learn from this Truth in some way each day for the rest of your life? 

  

9/21 - Proverbs 23 verse 24 is one of those Proverbs that simply states a fact without giving advice per se: "The father of godly children has cause for joy. What a pleasure it is to have wise children."  This is of course true.  Q: My question for us today - are we ourselves godly children to our parents?  Are we giving our parents pleasure because we ourselves are wise children? 

  

9/22 - Proverbs 23 verse 26 today is fantastic - "O my son, give me your heart. May your eyes delight in my ways of wisdom."  Q: Can you imagine God saying this Proverb to you?  What does it mean to give God your heart?  How does one do this? Have you fully given God your heart?  Are your eyes delighting in the ways of God's wisdom? 
  

9/23 - Proverbs chapter 23 verses 29 through 35 is one of the largest portions of Proverbs that we will read on one day this year in the One Year Bible.  I'm sure you've noticed that usually our Proverbs readings each day are one or two verses.  Well, these 7 verses today are well worth presenting together all at once!  I pray these verses speak to each of us powerfully about the dangers of overdoing alcohol and being out late partying: "Who has anguish? Who has sorrow? Who is always fighting? Who is always complaining? Who has unnecessary bruises? Who has bloodshot eyes? It is the one who spends long hours in the taverns, trying out new drinks. Don't let the sparkle and smooth taste of wine deceive you. For in the end it bites like a poisonous serpent; it stings like a viper. You will see hallucinations, and you will say crazy things. You will stagger like a sailor tossed at sea, clinging to a swaying mast. And you will say, "They hit me, but I didn't feel it. I didn't even know it when they beat me up. When will I wake up so I can have another drink?"  This is so very true!  I have to share with you here that I have really been convicted lately of how dangerous alcohol can be for so many people in our society.  Recently I've had a couple of good friends share with me their struggles with alcohol - and they are heartbreaking stories.  Alcohol abuse can literally destroy lives and relationships, as we all know.  I'm not a prohibitionist.  But, I do see so much truth in this Proverb and I think we all need to recognize the danger of alcohol abuse - not to mention the dangers of drugs.  Please please please, don't ever let the sparkle and smooth taste of wine deceive you!  Q: How have you navigated the risks of alcohol in your own life? Have you ever struggled with alcohol? Had friends who have? How have you helped someone who has struggled with alcohol? Is there someone you can help today? 

  

9/24 - Proverbs 24 verses 1 & 2 today are powerful - "Don't envy evil people; don't desire their company. For they spend their days plotting violence, and their words are always stirring up trouble." Q: Have you ever found yourself desiring the company of evil people?  Have you ever found yourself envying them?  The bottom line to both of these things are these three words: waste of time.  Really.  Spending your time with people who do evil - those whose words stir up trouble - is simply a waste of your time.  Envying evil people?  Waste of your time as well.  Don't waste your time!  Our life is short and precious.  Spend your time loving and serving God and other people.  I have to share with you here that being careful who you spend your time with can be very challenging in some ways.  Obviously I think all of us can see the wisdom of staying away from people who are truly evil.  But what about people who are somewhere in between being holy and being evil - which, oh, includes all of us...  :)  There are obviously people who are in different phases of life, or on different points on a spectrum between good and evil if you will.  And this gets tough to know if you're "compromising" too much by spending time with folks who perhaps don't care about God at all, don't care about the poor at all, and don't really care about much of anything besides themselves - but yet they are not "evil" people per se.  I will confess that I do purposely avoid spending time with people who I spent A LOT of time with in my past.  This was my past where I drank too much.  Stayed out way too late.  Didn't care about God.  Didn't care about the poor.  Only cared about myself.  And you know what, praise God that I was saved from that lifestyle by Jesus - and through a godly friend who still would spend some time with me back then and eventually brought me to the point where I could give my life over to the Lord.  So, I guess what I'm saying is this - we do need to spend time investing in others who don't know the Lord.  That is not a waste of time.  But, it gets tricky to realize when we are "going back to our old ways / old self" and when we're really loving people where they are at.  I don't have this fully figured out right now, as you may guess by this long post...  :)  But I'm cognizant of it.  Our hours each and every day are so very precious...  I do pray for wisdom and discernment in this area!  Q: How are you spending your time these days?  Wisely?  Please don't waste your very precious time that God has given you this side of heaven... 
  

9/25 - Proverbs 23 verses 3 and 4 can be looked at literally or metaphorically - "A house is built by wisdom and becomes strong through good sense. Through knowledge its rooms are filled with all sorts of precious riches and valuables."  Q: Has your house been built by wisdom?  Has your life been built by wisdom?  Is your house strong through good sense?  Is your life strong through good sense?  Is your house filled with all sorts of precious riches and valuables through knowledge?  Through knowledge, is your very life filled with all sorts of precious riches and valuables?  

  
Group discussions: 

  
·       Introductions. 
·       What were some of your favorite verses or passages from the past week’s readings? 

·       What are some questions that were generated for you based on the past week’s readings? 

·       What is something new you learned about God or the Bible from the past week’s readings? 

·       How did God speak to you through the past week’s readings?  

·       What is something you want to change or grow in your life based on the past week’s readings? 

·       Discuss the bold Questions in the Study Notes 

·       Any prayer requests for the group for the coming week? 

  
Each group is encouraged to close in prayer. 
  
Daily questions for this next week’s readings you may want to journal or pray through and discuss with your group next Sunday: 

·       My favorite verses or passages: 

·       What I learned from the readings: 

·       My questions for further study: 

·       How God spoke to me through the Word: 

·       Something I want to change or grow in my life based on the Word: 

·       My prayer points based on the Word: 

   
Visit www.OneYearBibleBlog.com this next week for daily commentary and questions for reflection. 
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