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Notes & Group Questions from December 12 - 18 readings (Questions (Q:) for groups are bolded below) 

  

AMOS 7:1 - HABAKKUK 3:19 
12/12 -  Today we finish up the book of Amos!  Obadiah is up next tomorrow! I like this part of the year in the Old Testament as we move through the Minor Prophets at a quick pace.  Today in Amos we read about Amos & Amaziah's interactions, visions of Locusts, Fire & a Plumb line, Ripe Fruit, God at the Altar, and then finish up the book with a Promise of Restoration.  I like the beginning of Amos chapter 7 a lot. Here we see Amos praying for the forgiveness of Israel's sins and asking God to forgo the visions of Locusts & Fire.  This is a good reminder to each of us to pray for others, and not just only for ourselves. Also, in chapter 7 verses 14 & 15 stood out to me when Amos was speaking with the priest Amaziah: ""I'm not one of your professional prophets. I certainly never trained to be one. I'm just a shepherd, and I take care of fig trees. But the LORD called me away from my flock and told me, `Go and prophesy to my people in Israel.'"  This reminds me of something I actually heard from Mac Powell, the leader singer of Third Day, at one of their concerts.  Mac reminded us all that sometimes we think that the only way we can really be serving God and others in big ways is if maybe we are pastors or missionaries.  And Mac reminded us that this is not the case - all of us, no matter what our profession or walk of life, can serve God and others in big ways!  We are all pastors and missionaries in the kingdom of God!  I like that.  And here's Amos saying, "hey - I'm not a professional prophet.  I'm just doing what God asked me to do."   Q: What might God be asking you to do in your life to love and serve Him and others?
 
12/12 - Amos chapter 8 verses 11-13 are a great reminder of how fortunate we are to have the opportunity to read God's word, the Bible - where not everyone in our world today has this blessing.  Actually, I have to admit - these are some of the most breathtaking verses for me in all of the Bible.  For some reason I pay attention so acutely every time I hear these verses... this is scary stuff to consider... "The time is surely coming," says the Sovereign LORD, "when I will send a famine on the land--not a famine of bread or water but of hearing the words of the LORD. People will stagger everywhere from sea to sea, searching for the word of the LORD, running here and going there, but they will not find it. Beautiful girls and fine young men will grow faint and weary, thirsting for the LORD's word."  Q: Is it possible that we self-impose on our own lives famines?  Famine's from hearing and reading God's word?  If you are in the midst of a famine from God's Word, the Bible, will you seek out an opportunity to read God's Word each day?   Do you thirst for God's Word?  Will you drink from it?
 
12/12 - Amos chapter 9 verse 11 is a great Messianic foretelling of the coming of Jesus: "In that day I will restore the fallen kingdom of David. It is now like a house in ruins, but I will rebuild its walls and restore its former glory."   And verse 13 a foretelling of a Garden of Eden-like paradise to come: "The time will come," says the LORD, "when the grain and grapes will grow faster than they can be harvested. Then the terraced vineyards on the hills of Israel will drip with sweet wine!" Q: Are you looking forward to this time?  Do you want to be part of the restored kingdom of David?
 
12/13 - Today we start and finish the book of Obadiah - the shortest book in the Old Testament!  Obadiah was a prophet from Judah, who prophesied against Edom, Israel's neighbor to the southeast of Jerusalem & the Salt Sea.  Edom was a descendent of Esau - and Israel a descendent of Jacob.  Esau & Jacob were the twin sons of Isaac and fought during their lifetimes, and the fighting of the nations of Israel & Edom continued throughout the Old Testament.  A quick flashback of Jacob & Esau is here from Genesis 25:23 - "Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger."  There is some uncertainty over when Obadiah prophesied.  It was either approximately 853-841 B.C. when Edom rebelled against Judah during the reign of Jehoram - in which case Obadiah would be a contemporary of Elisha.  Or, more likely, it was approx 605-586 B.C. when Babylon was attacking Jerusalem - in which case Obadiah would be a contemporary of Jeremiah. 
 
12/13 - Verse 15 stood out to me in Obadiah today: "As you have done to Israel, so it will be done to you."  This is a good reminder to do unto others, as we would have done unto us...  Or, what goes around, comes around?  :)  God was upset that Edom sat around and did nothing while their neighbor Israel was attacked.  They could have done something, but did nothing.  Q: In our world today are our neighbors are being attacked - or hurt - or starving - or dying of AIDS?  If so, should we be doing something about it?  Should we be like the Good Samaritan, caring for our neighbor?  Who is your neighbor?
 
12/14 - Today we start and finish the book of Jonah!  There is so much information to consider in this short 4 chapter book.  I definitely encourage you to do some further study on this book in a Commentary or online.
~Jonah~
Author: Jonah
Date: Eighth century B.C.
Content: Jonah was a prophet who was born in Israel (see 2 Kings 14:25) and called by God to preach repentance to Assyria (the capital city was Nineveh) – the nation that was shortly going to destroy Israel in 722 B.C. On receiving the call, Jonah’s nationalistic spirit would not allow him to offer salvation to the pagans, so he attempted to flee from God by ship. He was thrown overboard, swallowed by a great fish, disgorged on the shore, and finally obeyed God’s command by going to Nineveh to preach. His success there angered him, however, and God taught him an object lesson by means of a plant. Jonah’s experience in the fish is used in the New Testament (see Matthew 12:38-41) as an example of Jesus’ burial and resurrection.
Theme: The basic theme of Jonah is found in 4:11, where God declares his love for all men, whether Israelites or not. Jonah was unable to love the Assyrians properly, but God desired nothing for them but their good and their salvation, and he sent a prophet to offer repentance unto life. The book also shows the power of God and his control over the forces of nature. (Above commentary is from “The One Year Bible Companion” p. 17) 
 
12/14 - Jonah is called by God to prophesy to the city of Nineveh - which was not part of Israel or Judah - but was a "Gentile" city to the east.  If you are wondering why Jonah got so grouchy with God's command - this is why.  Jonah did not think he should be prophesying to Gentile nations - because, as we read later in the book, Jonah knows that God is a compassionate God who will show mercy on Nineveh.  Last thing to point out before we check out some verses.  There is some dispute over whether Jonah is a real history when it comes to him being in the belly of a whale for 3 days.  Q: I guess this comes down to the basic question of whether you believe in miracles or not?  If you do believe in miracles, then it is of course possible that Jonah lived in the belly of the whale for 3 days.  I believe in miracles...  As some contemporary song says, I'm a miracle myself... Check out what Jesus had to say about Jonah's history of being in the belly of the whale in Matthew chapter 12 verse 40: "For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth." Here we see Jesus compares his 3 days of death, burial and resurrection to Jonah's 3 days in the belly of the whale...  Do you believe in miracles?
 
12/14 - Jonah chapter 1 verse 3 stood out to me in today's reading: "But Jonah got up and went in the opposite direction in order to get away from the LORD."  Q: How often in our own lives are we like Jonah?  Do we sense God wanting us to do something?  For others?  And we run in the opposite direction of God's will?  If we do this, might we bring storms upon our lives as Jonah did?   Might we even bring storms upon other people's lives by disobeying God's will as Jonah did?  Will we learn from Jonah?
 
12/14 - Chapter 2 Verse 8 also stood out to me: "Those who worship false gods turn their backs on all God's mercies."  Q: Do you believe that God wants to show us mercy all the time?  But, it's possible that we sometimes literally turn our backs on God?  Will we turn back toward God, and God only?  And not turn away again?  And receive his mercies?  Please don't ever turn your back on God...  Don't turn your back on all of God's mercies!
 
12/14 - In Jonah chapter 4 verse 2 we read a verse that I have to confess made me chuckle when I first read it: "So he complained to the LORD about it: "Didn't I say before I left home that you would do this, LORD? That is why I ran away to Tarshish! I knew that you were a gracious and compassionate God, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. I knew how easily you could cancel your plans for destroying these people."  I love it!  Jonah complaining to God about how gracious He is!  :) Q: Is it possible that we do this in our own lives too?  Do we complain to God about how good he is to others?  Are we at times like Jonah or the Prodigal Son's brother, showing jealousy toward God's goodness and grace toward others?  Shouldn't we instead rejoice in this, realizing that God shows this same unfailing love toward us too? 
 
12/15 - Today we start the book of the prophet Micah!  Micah was a contemporary of Isaiah and prophesied in approximately 730 - 700 B.C., primarily to the southern kingdom of Judah.  Micah's name means "Who is like the Lord?"  This following quote is from bible.org's Hampton Keathley IV , Th.M. on the book of Micah:  "Micah prophesied during a period of upheaval and crisis. The reign of Ahaz brought spiritual lethargy, apostasy and hypocrisy. The people still worshipped Yahweh, but it was ritual without life-changing reality. Their treatment of fellow Israelites violated the basic tenants of the Mosaic covenant as they failed to practice justice, or covenant loyalty-love and their pursuit of idolatry revealed their failure to walk humbly before Yahweh." This quote and much more on the book of Micah is at this link.  In Micah chapter 1, verse 8 stood out to me: "Because of all this, I will mourn and lament."  Micah was obviously saddened by the sins of those around him and the harm they were causing to themselves and to others.  Q: Do we mourn and lament for the sins of others in our world today?  Do we mourn and lament over our own sins?  Do we pray for healing and repentance in the lives of others - and ourselves?  Is it okay to grieve for others and ourselves because of sin?  What should we then do with this grief?
 
12/15 - Today in Micah chapter 2 verse 11 we read this powerful verse to consider: "Suppose a prophet full of lies were to say to you, "I'll preach to you the joys of wine and drink!" That's just the kind of prophet you would like!"  Q: At times in our lives, do we pick and choose the "prophets" we will listen to?  Do we pick and choose the pastors or teachers we will listen to?  Do we look for people that will tell us basically what we want to hear?  Instead, is it maybe okay for a pastor or teacher to "afflict the comfortable and comfort the afflicted"?  Is it maybe okay if we get uncomfortable with some things we read in the Bible - at first read.   But, then, do we start to reflect on and study what the challenging passages of the Bible really are saying and mean?  Are we seeking Truth more than seeking being “comfortable” in our religion and our lives? Or are we just seeking comfort above all else...
 
12/15 - Chapter 4 verse 1 stood out to me: "In the last days, the Temple of the LORD in Jerusalem will become the most important place on earth. People from all over the world will go there to worship." What are the most important places on earth today for most people?  Could it be the movies, sporting events, work, vacations, etc.  Q: What are the most important places in your life?  Should church (be it a cathedral or a house church) and coming together with others to worship God perhaps be the most important place on earth?  Is it?
 
12/16 - Okay, we get an amazing few verses in Micah today, which are perfect for the Christmas Advent season we are in!   Keep in mind that these verses were written 700 years before the birth of Jesus.  Micah was the Old Testament prophet who prophesied that the Messiah, Jesus, would be born in Bethlehem.  Reading these verses In Micah chapter 5 verses 2 through 5 gives me the chills...  "But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village in Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel will come from you, one whose origins are from the distant past. The people of Israel will be abandoned to their enemies until the time when the woman in labor gives birth to her son. Then at last his fellow countrymen will return from exile to their own land.  And he will stand to lead his flock with the LORD's strength, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. Then his people will live there undisturbed, for he will be highly honored all around the world. And he will be the source of our peace." Wow... I love it!  Please read these verses again.  Perfect for the Christmas season!
 
12/16 - In Micah chapter 6 verse 8 I read a commentary that the following verse is the "most memorable statement in the OT defining a proper relationship to God".  Here it is: "No, O people, the LORD has already told you what is good, and this is what he requires: to do what is right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God."   Not a very big and complicated list, eh?  Do what is right.  Love mercy.  And walk humbly with God.  Q: How are you doing on these things?
 
12/16 - Micah chapter 7 verse 7 definitely stood out to me in today's readings: "As for me, I look to the LORD for his help. I wait confidently for God to save me, and my God will certainly hear me." I love the confidence and surety of this verse from Micah.  Q: Where do you look for your help?  Will you wait confidently for God to save you?  Do you believe that God will certainly hear you?
 
12/17 - Today we start and finish the book of the prophet Nahum!  Nahum prophesied against Nineveh, about 100 years after Jonah prophesied against Nineveh.  Nahum was prophesying between 663 and 612 B.C., when Nineveh was at the height of its power.  Nineveh was capital of the Assyrian empire and it had control of the Fertile Crescent area.  Assyria had recently conquered Israel, the northern kingdom, and was threatening and causing much suffering to Judah.  Nineveh was eventually conquered by Babylon in 612 B.C., as Nahum prophesied. Chapter 1 verse 7 stood out to me in today's reading: "The LORD is good. When trouble comes, he is a strong refuge. And he knows everyone who trusts in him."  This is a comforting verse.  Q: Do you seek God when trouble comes?  Do you realize that he is a strong refuge - if you will seek him and let him be a strong refuge for you?  Do you know that God is good?  Do you trust in him?
 
12/17 - Chapter 3 verse 18 jumped out at me for some reason today: "O Assyrian king, your princes lie dead in the dust. Your people are scattered across the mountains. There is no longer a shepherd to gather them together." For some reason this verse made me very thankful that we do indeed have a shepherd to gather us together today.  The shepherd whose birth we will be celebrating in about a week.  A shepherd who was born in a stable in a little town called Bethlehem.  Q: Will you allow Jesus be your shepherd this Christmas season?  Will you allow Jesus to gather you together with others to celebrate his birth?
 
12/18 - Today we start and finish the book of the prophet Habakkuk!  This is a great book & there is a lot going on in it.  In some ways it reminded me of the end of the book of Job, with the conversation going on between Habakkuk and God.  Habakkuk was a prophet from Judah who prophesied between the fall of Nineveh in 612 B.C. and Babylon's invasion of Judah in 588 B.C.    Assyria fell in 612-605 B.C. and Babylon was becoming the world's dominant nation.  In the first 2 chapters of this book Habakkuk argues with God about God's ways, and then in the 3rd chapter Habakkuk responds with an incredible prayer to God.  In the first 2 chapters the big questions are - 1.  Why does evil seem to go unpunished?  and 2.  Why does God not seem to respond to prayers?  Reminds me of the Psalms!  :)
 
12/18 - Chapter 3 verses 18 & 19 are powerful verses for us to consider in our own lives in the midst of challenging times: "Yet I will rejoice in the LORD! I will be joyful in the God of my salvation. The Sovereign LORD is my strength! He will make me as surefooted as a deer and bring me safely over the mountains."  Q:  Do you rejoice in God?  Are you joyful in God as your salvation?  Even in the midst of challenging times in your life?  Do you trust that God will bring you to safety?
 
REVELATION 3:7 - 9:21
12/12 -  Today in Revelation chapter 3 we read about The Message to the Church in Philadelphia and Laodicea.   Verse 8 today is powerful, from Jesus: "I know all the things you do, and I have opened a door for you that no one can shut."  Jesus has opened the door for us to enter God's kingdom through faith in him.  No one can keep us from entering through this open door - besides ourselves.  Q: Will you walk through the door Jesus has opened for you?
 
12/12 - Verses 15 and 16 are convicting words from Jesus!  ""I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold. I wish you were one or the other! But since you are like lukewarm water, I will spit you out of my mouth!"  Q: Are you hot or cold in your faith for God these days?  Or maybe lukewarm?  Will you live now and tomorrow with only a hot faith in God?  Hot Tamales Hot?  :)
 
12/12 - Verse 20 is beautiful from Jesus:  ""Look! Here I stand at the door and knock. If you hear me calling and open the door, I will come in, and we will share a meal as friends."  As we read above - the door to entering into the kingdom of God through faith in Jesus is open and no one can shut it - except maybe we will shut the door ourselves in our own lives.  Q: If you have shut the door, is it possible that you hear Jesus knocking on the door?  Is it possible Jesus is calling to you from the other side of the door you have shut?  Will you open it?  Do you want to share a meal with Jesus as friends?
 
12/13 - Revelation chapter 4 today is an amazing chapter, where we get a great glimpse of worship in heaven!  Verses 1 & 2 are an awesome start to this chapter with John first seeing an open door in heaven and then being instantly in the Spirit!  "Then as I looked, I saw a door standing open in heaven, and the same voice I had heard before spoke to me like a trumpet blast. The voice said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must happen after this.” And instantly I was in the Spirit."  Verse 3 stands out today with a great glimpse of God's glory - "The one sitting on the throne was as brilliant as gemstones--jasper and carnelian. And the glow of an emerald circled his throne like a rainbow." You'll note that there is not a clear description of God, as he is often described as dwelling in an "unapproachable light".  But I think the gemstones and the emerald rainbow are pretty good starters for envisioning God's glory...  Q: Can you imagine seeing God face to face some day?  Does this make your heart leap with excitement and joy?
 
12/13 - Verse 4 stood out in today's readings as well: "Twenty-four thrones surrounded him, and twenty-four elders sat on them. They were all clothed in white and had gold crowns on their heads." It is said that these 24 thrones represent both the 12 tribes of Israel and the 12 apostles of Jesus.  Thus, representing all righteous and redeemed men and women before and after Jesus' life.  Verses 6 & 7 will remind us of the seraphs in Isaiah and the cherubim in Ezekiel - "In the center and around the throne were four living beings, each covered with eyes, front and back. The first of these living beings had the form of a lion; the second looked like an ox; the third had a human face; and the fourth had the form of an eagle with wings spread out as though in flight."  These creatures are said to represent aspects of the attributes of God.  The lion representing majesty & power.  The ox representing faithfulness.  The human representing intelligence.  And the eagle representing sovereignty. Verses 10 & 11 is a beautiful look at elders worshiping God!  "The twenty-four elders fall down and worship the one who lives forever and ever. And they lay their crowns before the throne and say, "You are worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory and honor and power. For you created everything, and it is for your pleasure that they exist and were created."   Q: Imagine yourself in heaven with a crown of some sort.  Will you lay down your crown before the throne of God and worship God in this same manner?  Do you believe that God is worthy to receive all glory, and honor, and power?  Do you believe that it was for God's pleasure that everything exists and was created?
 
12/14 - Revelation 5 is another beautiful chapter looking at worship in heaven!  And in this chapter we see the worship of Jesus, the Lion and the Lamb, who opens the scroll.  It is interesting that Jesus is described first as the Lion of Judah in verse 5 and then as a Lamb in verse 6.  This demonstrates both Jesus' authority and power (lion) and Jesus' submission to God's will (lamb).  Verse 9 is certainly powerful in today's readings: "And they sang a new song with these words: "You are worthy to take the scroll and break its seals and open it. For you were killed, and your blood has ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation."  Q: Do you believe that Jesus' blood has ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation?  How do people accept this gift - this ransom?  Are the stakes high enough that we should accept this ransom?
 
12/14 - And verse 12 is powerful: "And they sang in a mighty chorus: "The Lamb is worthy--the Lamb who was killed. He is worthy to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and blessing."  Q: Do you believe that Jesus is worthy to receive power?  And riches?  And wisdom?  And honor?  And glory?  And blessing?  Will you give these things to Jesus in your life today?
 
12/15 - Revelation chapter 6 begins the first of 3 seven-part judgments with the opening of the seals on the scroll!  The seven trumpets in chapters 8 & 9 and the seven bowls in chapter 16 are the remaining two.  The unsealing of the seals on the scroll by Jesus in this chapter sets in motion events that will bring about the end of human history.  Verse 12 today tells us: "I watched as the Lamb broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake. The sun became as dark as black cloth, and the moon became as red as blood."  The imagery of the four horsemen in this chapter comes from Zechariah chapter 1 verses 8-17 and chapter 6 verse 1-6.  In chapter 1 of Zechariah verses 8-10 we read: "During the night I had a vision-and there before me was a man riding a red horse! He was standing among the myrtle trees in a ravine. Behind him were red, brown and white horses. I asked, "What are these, my lord?"  The angel who was talking with me answered, "I will show you what they are." Then the man standing among the myrtle trees explained, "They are the ones the LORD has sent to go throughout the earth.""  This is a good example of how John is utilizing a lot of imagery for the book of Revelation from the Old Testament.  And of course it is a great example of how the Old Testament is fulfilled by the New Testament.  A portion of verse 8 should be noted about the 4 horsemen: "They were given authority over one-fourth of the earth."  Some commentaries have noted that this demonstrates that even in the end of days, God is continuing to show compassion.  He only allows the four horsemen to do their work over 1/4th of the earth, giving everyone in the other 3/4ths of the earth an opportunity to repent and turn to Jesus.
 
12/16 - Revelation chapter 7 verse 3 in today's reading tells us: "Wait! Don't hurt the land or the sea or the trees until we have placed the seal of God on the foreheads of his servants."  Commentaries suggest that the seal represents the name of God being stamped on the foreheads of his followers - to protect them from the coming judgments.  This imagery is very similar to Ezekiel 9:4 - ""Go throughout the city of Jerusalem and put a mark on the foreheads of those who grieve and lament over all the detestable things that are done in it."  Verse 4 tells us: "And I heard how many were marked with the seal of God. There were 144,000 who were sealed from all the tribes of Israel."  Some interpret this to mean 144,000 descendents of the actual Jewish tribes during the time of tribulation.  Others interpret this passage to be symbolic of all the faithful believers who live during the time of tribulation.  Verse 12 is very powerful in that it has 7 attributes of God: "Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and strength belong to our God forever and forever."  Q: Will you attribute to God - Blessing?  Glory?  Wisdom?  Thanksgiving?  Honor?  Power?  Strength?  Forever....? 
 
12/17 - Revelation chapter 8 transitions from the breaking of the seals on the scroll to the trumpets!  In Old Testament times trumpets represented the announcement of important events or times of war.  Here we will see plagues that are more devastating than the seals, but not as devastating as the bowls to come in Revelation chapter 16.  The eagle in this chapter represents swiftness and destruction.  When the eagle speaks of "all who belong to this world" in verse 13, it is referring to people who are not in relationship with God.  Verses 3 & 4 in this chapter today are beautiful: "Then another angel with a gold incense burner came and stood at the altar. And a great quantity of incense was given to him to mix with the prayers of God's people, to be offered on the gold altar before the throne. The smoke of the incense, mixed with the prayers of the saints, ascended up to God from the altar where the angel had poured them out."  I love that analogy of the incense mixing with the prayers of the saints.  Q: Do you believe that your prayers reach God's altar in heaven?  
 
12/18 - Revelation chapter 9 brings forth the 5th and 6th trumpet plagues at the end times!  A note on the star in verse 1 - this is likely an angel that descends from heaven with the key from Jesus to open the abyss. The fierce demonic locusts in today's readings are intense.  You will recall that very recently we read about locusts in a similar fashion in the Old Testament in Joel chapter 1 through chapter 2 verse 11.  Verses 20 & 21 in this chapter stand out: "But the people who did not die in these plagues still refused to turn from their evil deeds. They continued to worship demons and idols made of gold, silver, bronze, stone, and wood--idols that neither see nor hear nor walk! And they did not repent of their murders or their witchcraft or their immorality or their thefts."  Even in the midst of such destruction and horror, many people do not repent.  Q: Is it possible that we receive much less severe signs in our own life today to repent, and we ignore them?  Why do we ignore the signs?  Is this wise? 
  
PSALM 131:1 - 137:9 
12/12 -  Psalm 131 verse 2 is a beautiful reflection!  "But I have stilled and quieted myself, just as a small child is quiet with its mother. Yes, like a small child is my soul within me." What a great reflection and reminder to take 1 day a week as a Sabbath day of rest.  A day to still and quiet yourself.  Just like a small child is with its mother.  Q: Have you been still and quieted yourself recently?  Why would David, the Psalmist, write about this?  Why would this be a good thing to do? 
  

12/13 - Psalm 132 is a fantastic psalm of the King David era!  It is thought that this Psalm may have been written for the dedication of the temple or it may have been used in a coronation ceremony.  Verses 4 & 5 stood out to me today as demonstrating David's dedication to God  - "I will not let my eyes sleep nor close my eyelids in slumber until I find a place to build a house for the LORD, a sanctuary for the Mighty One of Israel."  Q: What in your life is keeping you awake at night?  Is it something of God's will?  Or perhaps something worldly (not of God's will)?   Will you pursue God's will in your life, and leave worldly things behind you?  Will you pursue building "a sanctuary for God" in your life above all else? 

  

12/14 - Psalm 133 is a great short Davidic Psalm about harmony!   Verse 1 sets the pace of this psalm nicely: "How wonderful it is, how pleasant, when brothers live together in harmony!"  Q: Do you consistently seek harmony in your interactions with others? Do you pray for peace? 

  

12/15 - Psalm 134 is a great little Psalm!  This Psalm is basically taking place as worshippers are leaving the Temple in Jerusalem for the night - and in the first two verses the Worshippers are speaking to the Levites (priests) in the temple - giving blessings to the Levites and asking them to bless God overnight.  Then, in the third verse the Levites give a departing blessing to the worshippers as they leave the temple: "May the LORD, who made heaven and earth, bless you from Jerusalem." And that is certainly my prayer for each of you reading this - May God bless you! 

  

12/16 - Today in Psalm 135 verse 3 we will read this very simple, yet profound verse – “Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good; sing praise to his name, for that is pleasant.” The words I want to focus in on here are “the Lord is good.”  Do you believe this to be true? Do you really – in your heart – believe that God is good? I think this is important for us to really meditate upon. I’m afraid sometimes we get into our minds that maybe God is not always good. Maybe we start to think that God is out to get us. Or out to trick us. Really isn’t looking out for us. Doesn’t really like us. Doesn’t really love us. These are all of course lies that come into our mind from the Enemy, the Destroyer. God is obviously good. So good. All of the time. And maybe sometimes we really need to remind ourselves of this. Even in the midst of challenges and struggles and addictions and hardships – God is good. God is there with us. God is leading us – and maybe even taking us through a hardship to bring us to the Promised Land on the other side. Our human minds will often not understand God’s ways. But, I think for us to always remember that God is good is so important for our continuing growth in our relationship with God. Q: So, again, do you believe the words of this Psalmist? Do you believe that God is good? 

  

12/17 - Psalm 136 is a liturgy of Praise to God as Creator and Redeemer.  A Levitical priest singer likely led the recital, while either worshippers or a Levitical choir responded with the refrain.  Cool Bible factoid here - the response "His love endures forever" is repeated 26 times in this Psalm, which is the numerical value of God's name "Yahweh" - back when Hebrew letters were also used as numbers.  A lot of intricacies went into the Psalms... some of which do get lost in translation from Hebrew to English.  Below is an image of the Hebrew letters yud, hey, vav, hey -- often depicted in English as YHWH or Yahweh -- spelling the name of God. 

  

12/18 - Psalm 137 is a Psalm reflecting upon the Israelites exile in Babylon and about how much Jerusalem was missed.  We also read about a call to punish Edom for their rejoicing in the fall of Jerusalem.  As you'll recall, we recently read prophesies against Edom in the book of the prophet Obadiah. 
  
PROVERBS 29:23 - 30:10 
12/12 - Proverbs 29 verse 23 teaches us today: "Pride ends in humiliation, while humility brings honor." How counterintuitive is this in our culture today?  This Proverb reminds me that Jesus' kingdom is an upside-down kingdom.  The last shall be first.  And the humble will be honored.  Q: How are you doing with being last and being humble these days?  Are you comfortable with being "upside down" when compared to the world's values? 
  

12/13 - Proverbs 29 verse 25 teaches us today: "Fearing people is a dangerous trap, but to trust the LORD means safety."  This is a great reminder to "respect all, but fear none" - except for God that is... :) 

  

12/14 - Proverbs 29 verse 26 teaches us today: "Many seek the ruler's favor, but justice comes from the LORD."  This is a great reminder that though we may seek justice through worldly institutions and rulers, justice truly only comes from God. 
  

12/15 - Today in Proverbs chapter 30 verses 1 & 3 we read: "I am weary, O God; I am weary and worn out, O God. I have not mastered human wisdom, nor do I know the Holy One." This might be an appropriate thought for us in this busy holiday season - "I am weary God.  I am weary and tired."  Q: If this is you, will you seek true rest?  Rest that can be found only in a relationship with God?  Will you seek the Holy One and seek true wisdom from God? As the late artist Rich Mullins sings, this holiday season is the “stuff of earth competing for the allegiance you owe only to the Giver of all good things?” Will you turn your heart and mind toward the Manger and leave the world behind? Will you allow the Holy One of Israel to be born into your heart once again this Christmas? 

  

12/16 - Proverbs 30 verse 5 is a strong teaching today" "Every word of God proves true. He defends all who come to him for protection."  Q: Do you believe that every word of God proves true?  Does the Bible prove to be true?  Do you believe that God will defend you if you come to him for protection?  Do you believe that reading and studying and memorizing the word of God can provide spiritual protection for you? 

  

12/17 - Proverbs 30 verses 8 & 9 are two of my favorite Proverbs verses!  "Give me neither poverty nor riches! Give me just enough to satisfy my needs. For if I grow rich, I may deny you and say, "Who is the LORD?" And if I am too poor, I may steal and thus insult God's holy name."  Wow.  Q: Think there is some truth in this Proverb?  Do you pray that God will give you neither poverty nor riches? 
  

12/18 - Proverbs 30 verse 10 today teaches us: "Never slander a person to his employer. If you do, the person will curse you, and you will pay for it."  This is a great reminder to not speak untruths behind someone's back - particularly to their employer!  If you attack someone's livelihood unfairly, you'll be attacked back.  Simply a foolish idea.  Bite your tongue and pray rather than say anything false or in anger to someone's employer... 
   
Group discussions: 

  
·       Introductions. 
·       What were some of your favorite verses or passages from the past week’s readings? 

·       What are some questions that were generated for you based on the past week’s readings? 

·       What is something new you learned about God or the Bible from the past week’s readings? 

·       How did God speak to you through the past week’s readings?  

·       What is something you want to change or grow in your life based on the past week’s readings? 

·       Discuss the bold Questions in the Study Notes 

·       Any prayer requests for the group for the coming week? 

  
Each group is encouraged to close in prayer. 
  
Daily questions for this next week’s readings you may want to journal or pray through and discuss with your group next Sunday: 

·       My favorite verses or passages: 

·       What I learned from the readings: 

·       My questions for further study: 

·       How God spoke to me through the Word: 

·       Something I want to change or grow in my life based on the Word: 

·       My prayer points based on the Word: 

   
Visit www.OneYearBibleBlog.com this next week for daily commentary and questions for reflection. 
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